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Message from the President

From Mie to the World, from the World to Mie:
Mie University Builds a Better Future in the Spirit of Co-creating

with Local Communities

The world today faces a multitude of challenges and
environmental issues. These include emerging infectious
diseases, climate change, the food and energy crisis, and
international conflicts. For Japan, the decline in the vitality
of communities caused by a falling population and the
resulting regional environmental problems have become
urgent social issues of grave concern. Society is thus
changing at tremendous speed. Overcoming this host of
challenges and ushering in a new, happier, more prosper-
ous society will require that local communities and univer-
sities engage in co-creation with the goal of building a
better society. Never have universities faced greater expec-
tations as centers of knowledge.

At this critical juncture, Mie University has made clear its
commitment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) by formulating and unveiling the Mie University
Environment and SDGs Policy in conjunction with stake-
holders in the surrounding region and worldwide. Our
unique educational and research programs, which involve
learning from local communities, can claim to be
world-class. As an advanced environmental university, we
are taking steps to build a society in harmony with the
global environment. Our mission is summed up in the
words “From Mie to the world, from the world to Mie.” Our
educational programs nurture the ability to act by foster-
ing connections with local communities, society at large,
and the world. We train environmental leaders equipped
with the skills to take action to achieve carbon neutrality.
We run an on-demand program on environmental issues
called the Scientific, Local and Environmental “Talented
Staff” Development Program (SciLets). The University has
ISO 14001 certification and practices the three Rs (reduce,
reuse, recycle). We also implement energy-saving mea-
sures on campus, carry out environmental activities in
partnership with local governments, schools, and industry,
and actively promote environmental education.

The Scilets program is designed to revitalize communities
by tapping the considerable reserves of environmental
value to be found locally. Many environmental officers
working for businesses and local governments, as well as
members of the general public and Mie University
students, have taken the program and been certified as
analysts or experts. By offering classes on local environ-

mental science, organizing joint research on the environ-
ment and environmental technology, and arranging inter-
disciplinary and inter-industry exchanges, ScilLets aims to
develop outstanding environmental leaders capable of
making a difference in the community. Going forward, we
will deploy the program globally alongside our partner
institutions overseas, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu and
Thailand’s Chiang Mai University, by producing English-lan-
guage educational videos.

Mie University promotes gender equality based on the Mie
University Declaration for Gender Equality adopted in
2008. In December 2022, we declared our commitment to
promoting diversity and inclusion as a university dedicated
to co-creation with local communities. The concepts of
diversity and inclusion are in many regards closely linked
to the environment and the SDGs. I am therefore optimistic
that furthering education and research on the environ-
ment and the SDGs will foster the progress of these ideals
as well.

As the Covid pandemic comes to an end, I am convinced
that the need for bold, innovative thinking and new initia-
tives in the environmental field is now greater than ever.
Mie University aims to evolve into a future-oriented
campus that harnesses cutting-edge scientific technology
while preserving the natural environmentin all its glory. In
pursuit of this goal, we are ready to boldly rise to the
challenge of reinventing ourselves as an institution of
higher learning in the post-Covid era.

President & Chief Environmental Officer Mie University
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Editor’s Postscript

@ On the Environmental Management & SDGs Report of Mie University 2023

The Environmental Management & SDGs Report of Mie University 2023 is the third such annual report to be issued since the
publication’s title was changed from Environmental Management Report to Environmental Management & SDGs Reportin 2021. This
change was made with a view to enhancing Mie University’s initiatives on the environment and SDGs and actively sharing them with
the university community and the public.

Climate change is now described as a global crisis. It is a pressing challenge that none of us, and indeed no life form on earth, can
avoid. Increasing average temperatures, snow and ice melt, rising sea levels, and similar phenomena caused by global warming are
already being observed worldwide. Here in Japan, higher average temperatures, torrential rains, and typhoons have caused
considerable damage. Theirimpact on crops and the ecosystem has become too obvious to ignore.

The Paris Agreement was adopted in 2015 to deal with the challenge of global warming. The countries of the world committed
themselves to a common set of goals. Specifically, they agreed to keep the rise in temperature to below 2°C above pre-industrial
levels and preferably limit the increase to 1.5°C. They also agreed to balance greenhouse gas emissions and removals by the end of
the century. Action is being taken around the world to achieve these goals. More than 120 countries and regions have declared that
they will become carbon-neutral by 2050.

Mie University, as a center of knowledge and platform for training the next generation of leaders, is committed to playing a role in
combating climate crisis caused by global warming and building a carbon-free, carbon-neutral society. This report on environmental
management and the SDGs is released as part of that commitment.

Chapter 1 provides an overview of Mie University.

Chapter 2, entitled “Special Features,” reports on an environmental symposium held in August (the subject: building a
carbon-neutral society from the perspective of diversity and inclusion). Students are about to find themselves in a very different
environment as the infrastructure needed to achieve a carbon-neutral society is installed and artificial intelligence (Al) advances.
Moreover, there are expected to be major changes in how students choose a career and what types of job candidates employers seek.
One of our primary missions as a university, we believe, is to produce graduates capable of adapting to such changing times and
working on solutions to environmental and societal challenges. Through the prism of diversity and inclusion, the environmental
symposium examined how to develop leaders capable of blazing the path to the future alongside local communities. Faculty,
Japanese and international students, and business representatives all contributed to the discussion. Chapter 2 also describes the
activities of Mie University and its graduates and students and includes information on specific topics.

Chapter 3 reports on the environmental management and SDGs student platform, social contribution activities by faculty and staff,
activities in partnership with the community, the activities of our affiliated schools, and UNESCO Associated School activities.
Chapter 4, entitled “The Sustainable Smart Campus,” describes the steps Mie University is taking to achieve carbon neutrality.
Chapter 5, entitled “Environmental Management and SDGs Education,” provides information on courses given by the Mie Global
Environment Center for Education & Research and courses affiliated with the Center for General Education in the environmental
management and SDGs field. It also describes the Environmental Internship Program.

Chapter 6, entitled “Environmental Management and SDGs Research,” gives details on research projects on environmental
management and the SDGs being conducted by faculty and staff in each of the University’s faculties and graduate schools.

Chapter 7, entitled “Environmental Initiatives and Assessments,” reports on global warming prevention programs, management of
laboratory liquid wastes, and environmental risk management.

Chapter 8, entitled “Management Systems,” provides details on the ISO 14001 re-certification process and internal environmental
auditing.

Chapter 9, entitled “Third-party Assessments,” describes the mutual assessment process between Mie University and Chubu Electric
Power Co., Inc.

Not only does the Mie Global Environment Center for Education & Research review and assess Mie University’s environmental
management and SDGs activities. In addition, it works constantly to ensure that the University fulfills its

social responsibility in partnership with stakeholders inside and outside the university community and in

Japan and overseas. Our goal is to achieve further progress as a dynamic institution capable of creating

shared value with local communities. | encourage you to read through the Environmental Management &

SDGs Report of Mie University 2023 and share your candid opinions.

Executive Vice President for International Affairs and the Environment
September  Director,Mie Global Environment Center for Education & Research(MieGECER)

2023 Kaneko Satoshi
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